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Term 5 has been a very short but very busy term! The exam season is well underway and I have been really
impressed with students’ maturity and commitment to doing their very best. They have studied incredibly
hard and deserve to be hugely successful.
We have had some really positive and enjoyable events this term. This edition is full of articles about
activities such as the Wellbeing Days for Years 7, 8 and 9 which provided an opportunity to focus on
healthy lifestyles and mental wellbeing. The Kinetic Dance Show was simply brilliant; we have a huge
number of fantastically talented dancers in the college and they thoroughly enjoyed performing to a sellout audience last week. Year 10s have been learning new skills and considering future careers during their
Work Experience Week, and we had the brilliant Race For Life which raised a phenomenal sum of money
for Cancer Research UK.
We have also had the pleasure of meeting the very first families to be starting Reception when our new
primary school opens in September. We’re all really looking forward to the children’s first transition event
next term....a Teddy Bear’s Picnic!
Mr Matthews, Principal

On Friday 17 May a group of Year 7 students competed
in the Albion Numeracy Cup at the Amex Stadium. The
day involved a number of fun and interactive numeracy
challenges with points being awarded for each. There
were two HCC teams competing against 10 other
schools from across Sussex. The Hailsham A team won
the trophy!
Congratulations to all the students involved - you were
amazing!
Mr Sherwood
PE Teacher & Wiggins House Leader

Race For Life raised an
incredible £7081!
Thank you and well done!

On Thursday 9 May we hosted our first ever Race for Life event
for girls in Years 7-10. I think it is fair to say that the event was a
huge success! 314 students signed up to run, alongside 56 staff.
Unfortunately the weather was against us and it rained near
enough from start to finish, however not one person complained
and everyone managed to maintain a really positive attitude to
the run. Many had made a fantastic effort with their pink costumes and were sparkling with glitter.
Students were given a ‘race card’ before the run which they took home to decorate and write messages
on; many students were running in memory of, or in support of a
family member or loved one. It helped the girls focus on what they
were doing and to keep running even when it got tough.
We ran, jogged and walked a total of 3 kilometres around the school
field. After completing the final lap we ran down a tunnel of balloons
and across the finish line to collect our medals. When students had
finished they stayed to cheer everyone else across the line, right down
to the last runner. There was a real atmosphere of positivity, solidarity
and support for one another and it was great to see the big smiles on
faces as people finished the race.

Through sponsorship the girls have raised a massive £7081! We
are so proud of everyone who took part and we very much hope that it
will become an annual event. Well done to all involved.
Miss Newman, Dance Teacher

As we head into the summer term the opening of the new Hailsham Primary Academy is fast
approaching and our move to an all-through school, offering education from 2-19, begins.
During recent weeks parents have been told that their child will be one of the first ever children
to attend Hailsham Primary Academy. There will be various events over the coming weeks to
welcome these parents and their 4 and 5 year old children into the Hailsham Community College
family. There will even be a Teddy Bear’s picnic on the College’s field later in the term, as we
don’t yet have a field of our own!
However, progress on the primary school’s site is running on time and rumour has it that they
may even be slightly ahead of schedule! A recent visit by the Primary Phase Team saw the bones
of the school coming together. We were able to walk through the school, being careful not to
trip on the under floor heating, and really get a sense of the school’s layout and scale. Once
complete in early 2020, the children will have an amazing school, with some of the best facilities
in East Sussex.
We are all very excited to welcome
children into the school and cannot wait
to get started on giving them the best
possible start to their education!
Mr T Redman, Head of School

On Monday 13, Tuesday 14 and Wednesday
15 May students in Years 7, 8 and 9 each had a
‘Wellbeing Day’ where they were able to focus
on a healthy activity designed to promote
mental health and positive lifestyles.
Students were able to wear their PE kit for the
day and started off with a ‘Daily Mile’ around
the playing field in mentor time. Throughout
the morning they participated in a wellbeing
activity, which ranged from outdoor pursuits,
team building, the importance of a good book,
yoga and learning how to fuel your body in the
right way. The Wellbeing theme continued in normal classes, with teachers
making time to promote calming techniques such as meditation, relaxation
and art therapy.
The days have been hugely enjoyable for both students and staff. Everybody
engaged well with the activities and students learned some useful tips for
leading lifestyles that will support their mental health and wellbeing as they
progress through school and beyond.
Mr Gander, Assistant Principal

Kinetic Dance recently held their annual Dance Show which was a massive success. There were over 90
performers who ranged from students in Year 7 to Year 12. The show consisted of pieces from BTEC
assessment and the extra-curricular club. All students performed brilliantly and showed the audience the
hard work and talent HCC has to offer!
This year the students also kindly donated baked goods which all went towards the bake sale at the
interval. All money raised from the bake sale goes towards the two big dance trips taking place next year
(Disneyland Paris and New York).
I am extremely proud of every single student and how incredible they were on and off the stage.
Miss Southall
Dance Teacher & Simmonds House Leader

Last week our Year 10 students ventured out on their Work Experience week. We had a variety of
placements attended from childcare to hairdressing, engineering to zoo keeping, retail to solicitors.
Staff visited students throughout the week and the feedback was overwhelmingly positive from the
students and the employers. Students were enjoying their experiences with some acknowledging that it
was a challenge doing something very different to school and commenting on how tiring work was!
Employers told us how polite and engaged our students were, describing them as hardworking and
enthusiastic. Since being back in college I have heard from many students who have been offered part
time work or a job over the summer following on from their experience which is fantastic news!
Work experience is a great opportunity for students to get a glimpse of the world outside of college – for
some it has helped them decide what career they may want to pursue, for others it has helped them
decide what they definitely don’t want to do! But for all of those who took part, it was an unforgettable
week where they will have gained many skills that will help them as they approach Year 11 and begin to
think about next steps.
A big thank you to all of the businesses that offered opportunities to our
students. It won’t be long before we get Year 9s to start thinking about
what they may like to do next year!
Mrs Jennie Cole, Careers Leader

We would like to say a huge THANK YOU to the many
businesses and organisations that provided our students
with a Work Experience placement:
1066 Target Sports
1-2-1 Hospitality
Barry and Co
Bedes Senior School
Bedes Zoo
Berwick Service Station
Blackberry Farm Park
Bonners
Boreham Nursery
Bourne Academy
Bucklers
Burfield Academy
Butterfly Rooms
Camlock Systems
Capers Catering
Cats Protection
Cavendish Nursery
Cavendish Primary School
Chandlers BMW
Cheeky Little Monkeys Nursery
Chiltern Air
Cobie Vetcare
Coomber and Sons
Dee n Jay Plumbing
Emmanuel Preschool
ESFRS, Maresfield
Fontmills Farm
Freedom Leisure
FTA Global
GM Monk
Graham Cottingham Electrician
Greener Plumbing and Heating
Grovelands Acorns
Grovelands Primary School
Hailsham Technology
Hailsham Tyre and Wheel
Hawkes Farm Academy
HD Building and Caprentry
Hellingly Preschool
Hellingly Primary School
Herstmonceux Primary School
Hever Castle
Holistic Veterinary Practice

Hook and Sons
Horam Manor
Hot Dogs Grooming
Iceland Frozen Food
J Roberts Electrical
Jane De Weck Photography
Kaebo Graphics
Kit Wilson Trust
Kitchen Door Workshop
Knockhatch Adventure Park
Kube Hair Design
L M Buildscapes
Langney Primary Academy
Leaps and Bounds Nursery
Little Bramley Horse Sanctuary
LJ Edwards Coach Hire
LT Property Improvements
M S Cornford
MetalTech
Mind Charity Shop
Morgan Sindall
Motcome Primary School
Mother Teresa
My Barbers
Nerc Geodesy Research Facility
Norman Wildblood
NSP Engineering
Off Road Armoury
Ollie’s the Barbers
Park Mead Primary School
Paxton
PGL
Phoenix Academy
PJ Products Ltd
Polegate Equestrian Centre
Proctor Healthcare
R Walker and Son
Royal Mail Sorting Office, Hailsham
Savills
Schindler Lifts
Sealife Centre, Brighton
Shaw Harley-Davidson

Simpson Spence, Shipbroker
SJ Childminding
Sjaan Dance Academy
SM Motors
So Legal Solicitors
Southern Railway
Southern Water
Summerfields Nursery
Tanning and Beauty Studio
Tenant Ready
The Meadows, Eastbourne
The Meadows, Hailsham
The Theatre Workshop
Thompson Metal and Waste
TR Fastenings
Union Corner Preschool
Unit 8 Barbers
Vacgen
Wadhurst Flowers
Wealden District Council
Wellshurst Golf Club
West End Studios
WRAS
Zoe Pennington Dance School

The Easter holiday saw 110 students take part in the biannual HCC Ski Visit to Andorra, a trip that will live long
in the memory with some amazing experiences had.
Students skied the extensive Grandvalaria resort in
what were described as the ‘best snow conditions of
the year’. Fresh snow greeted the students on three of
the five days skiing, and with us being the only English
school out there, we had the pistes to ourselves.
Evening activities included exploring the capital
city, an evening spent at the Caldea natural hot
spa and springs, a bowling evening and a disco
to round things off.
As always, the effort and behaviour of our
students was absolutely superb and all students
made amazing levels of progress over the
course of the visit – skiing from the tops of
mountains they would have thought impossible
on arrival. Huge thanks to the staff who
supported. Keep a lookout for the Andorra
2021 visit to be advertised soon!
Mr Marsden, Head of Sixth Form

The following story was written by Year 7 student, Charlie Mullineux at the end of his English
Gothic unit. Charlie’s teacher, Miss Dunnaway was so impressed she asked Charlie to share it
with everybody. He is clearly, a very talented young writer!

It slithered from the bushes, its bank eyes which emitted a purple almost hypnotic
glow. I felt my body turning stone cold, I couldn’t move. Its carmine scales
glistened turning from the moon light. I analysed its pattern. I built up the courage
to take steps back I stared at the resin that built up the graves the names engraved
in them. It suddenly sped towards me for a few seconds before returning to its
original speed. I stumbled backwards in shock, the cobra started to open its mouth
bit by bit, I felt my foot hit something hard & grainy but extremely solid. I felt
myself toppling to the floor banging my head on the back of another grave stone…
I lay there seeing my whole life just whisk away before me, I woke up to an immense
pain, the snake was dying in front of me. I felt myself slowly drifting away from
consciousness. It felt like death, it was death stone cold death, but not death in the
way you’d expect it.
Everything was engulfed in a purple ominous colour. The cobra was dead, I kicked
away its lifeless body. I felt a numbness in my teeth. I put my finger in my mouth,
something pierced it, I could taste that soothing, delicious warm taste of blood I
picked up my finger to lick it again. I shook my head I wasn’t going to drink my own
blood. I darted to the muddy pond & stared into my reflection, there was nothing
there not a single thing, so am I not here. I carefully moved my shuddering hand to
my peripheral vision I could see it, there was something odd about it though,
something I couldn’t put my finger on. I ran out of the graveyard & onto the road,
dating from left to write searching for someone, nobody was out at midnight.
I could smell it, I started panting like a dog & charging direction to direction
speeding up my pursuit every inch I could see him lumbering across the street, the
puny thing I charged for it the moon light shone on him I could smell it almost taste
it. The delicious taste, the amazing texture, the thirst for it ran through me.
“Uhh Sir” The man screamed. “SIR” I ignored him, I stared my eyes at my prey
“SIR" He fled into a run, I laughed catching him up in mere seconds, and latching
onto his neck, the man fell to the floor as the taste ran through me, I could taste it
the wine steak, the warmness the bitterness.
I took my teeth off his neck, what was I doing, what am I, what am I doing now what
happened. “WHAT HAPPENED?”.

Sixth Form students attended the annual Psychology A Level conference in London on the 27 March where
they had the opportunity to listen to top psychologists talk about their critically acclaimed research.
Researchers included Professors Alex Haslam and Steve Reicher who spoke about how people are capable
of inflicting extreme harm on others, such as the Nazis in World War II. One of our students was brave
enough to ask an amazing question to Professor
Elizabeth Loftus.
Professor Loftus is an
instrumental figure in cognitive psychology and
continues to be active in research, focusing on the
malleability of memory and false memory
syndrome.
Students’ highlights were listening Professor David
Wilson who is one of the country’s leading
Criminologists and the author of ‘A History of
British Serial Killing’ (Sphere). He presented the
award winning ‘Interview with a Murderer’ for
Channel 4 and ‘A Man Called Jack’ for BBC1 – about
Jack the Ripper. David spoke to the students about
the case of Jack the Ripper and different ways of understanding the phenomenon of serial murder and
how this understanding might help the students to identify the perpetrator and better ways of reducing
the incidence of serial murders. Miss Ringsell was lucky enough to get a copy of David’s book signed and a
photo with the man himself!
Students were great - very engaged and fantastic representatives of the college.
Miss Ringsell,
Social Studies Teacher

High levels of attendance are extremely important to
support student success however, we do accept that
in some exceptional circumstances an absence during
term time is necessary.
Please may we therefore gently remind parents/
carers that any request for a student to be absent
from college during term time should be made by
completing our Withdrawal from Learning form
available from Student Services or Reception.
Unfortunately, we are unable to accept requests via
Edulink or our email system as a parent/carer
signature is required. Where possible, it would be
much appreciated if at least 14 days’ notice could be
given prior to the requested period of absence.
Thank you for your continued support.

During the Easter Holidays Year 11 student Emily Cole passed her Level 1 Women’s Artistic Gymnastics
coaching qualification. Emily started volunteering as a coach, aged 14, at 1066 Gymnastics after deciding
to stop participating in the sport itself. After almost a year of volunteering the club offered her a job
working with general gymnastics sessions initially, quickly followed by an additional position supporting
some of the Women’s Artistic squad gymnasts. As soon as she turned 16 in January the club put her
forward for the Level 1 course. After just over three months of producing a log book and attending
coaching days she passed the assessment and exam and is now a qualified coach. A great achievement
Emily – well done!
Mr Delmon, PE Teacher

Online payments to school with Parentpay
As most of you know the college uses Parentpay as a means for parents
to pay for school meals, trips etc. By the end of this academic year we
would like the College to be a cash-free environment.
Parents who need to continue making payments by cash or cheque may
do so for now, please see below for information.
Making secure payments online using your credit or debit card
Parentpay offers you the freedom to make payments whenever and wherever you like, 24 hours a day, 7
days a week safe in the knowledge that the technology used is of the highest internet security available.
You will have a secure online account, activated using a unique username and password; you will be
prompted to change these, and to keep them safe and secure. If you have more than one child at the
college, or children at another Parentpay school, you can create one single account login for all your
children regardless of which school they attend.
Making a payment is straightforward and Parentpay holds a payment history for you to view at a later
date; no card details are stored in any part of the system. Once you have activated your account you can
make online payments straight away.

Making payment by cash or cheque
We will continue to accept cash and cheque payments in college for a period of time. Please make
cheques out for the correct amount and make payable to Hailsham Community College. Cash and
cheques are also recorded in your Parentpay online account, giving you a record of all payments you have
made to college regardless of which method you use.
We hope you will support us in achieving our goal to become a cashless school. Your support in using
Parentpay will help the school enormously and we thank you for this.
Parentpay Activation details
To enable you to have a Parentpay account you will need an activation letter which will give you a unique
activation code. You can obtain this letter by contacting Mrs Maggie Wright, in the Finance Office or
emailing her on wrightm@hccat.net
For further information on ParentPay please visit www.parentpay.com

