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Libby Russell, in Year 13, was named
one of Foyles’ 15 Young Poets of the
Year on 2 October at the Awards
Ceremony in London.
This is a highly prestigious award
and an incredible achievement as
over 6,000 poets (aged 11-17)
entered over 11,000 poems from 76
countries.
Libby read the poem aloud to an
audience of winners and families at
the event which was hosted by
celebrated poets, Jackie Kay and
Raymond Antrobus.
Libby received an
original illustrated copy of the poem from
award winning illustrator, Chris Riddell, who
chose to focus on the concluding image of a
tree to represent the ideas Libby expressed
in the poem. Other prizes received were a
week’s creative writing course in Shropshire
where Libby will receive individual feedback
from published poets and a year’s
membership of the Poetry Society.
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Read Libby’s winning poem on Page 2.

Libby has been writing poems for several
years covering such varied topics as identity,
class, nationality and sheep! Libby described
the event as a very surreal but ultimately
pleasant experience.
Mrs Cosham, English Teacher

Stop falling in love with people you could write poems about.
Stop tripping over and drowning yourself in metaphors
And obsessing over similes
Like your silly white shirt is clouding your judgement.
Resist those with whom you can be Radcliffian,
Fall in love with no one in any way Byronic,
Or those who may resemble, in any sense, the rose.
Do not fall in love with someone who could
Drive you down a highway at night and
Make it feel like you were flying, dizzy
On the vitality and the necessity and the kissing
And the kissing and the kissing.
Minimise the ways in which your love is Italian,
And ensure that it is in no way French.
Just be a bit British about the whole thing.
Avoid great passion – keep your head.
It cannot end in anything
Better than a rhyming couplet.
Fall in love with someone who is prose at best.
Somebody you could write an article about –
A conversational, informational blog,
Someone fit for the BBC homepage on a Sunday:
Sticking to the facts with just a touch of emotion.
Perhaps find someone with clammy palms
So you won’t mind letting go.
Someone who has kissing down to a fine art,
By which I mean, a neatly framed watercolour:
Firm pecks – you could call them sobering –
Lipless; polite, with just a touch of affection.
Don’t get used to kissing in Kadinsky colours –
Find someone you can go grey with.
Hurdle the white picket fence and tumble
Through the window of a semi-detached,
Onto the sofa next to the sensible choice –
Someone you could take home to your mother –
Someone you can sit with, woodenly,
With the cat, and a cup of tea,
And Songs of Praise providing the soundtrack
To your domestic tedium.
Calm down. Grow up. Come to terms
With the fact that love like that
Just isn’t for the likes of you.
It belongs to Other People, sealed away
Between the pages of an anthology,
(Think The Nation’s Favourite Love Poems)
Stowed secretly, adulterously, away in a nightstand.
Life will be sufficient, and you’ll get along just fine,
Because a tree grown in the dark can never miss the sun.
Consider settling for someone you could safely live without,
But please – stop falling in love with people you could write poems about.

We have had a fantastic first term at the primary school. Hailsham Primary
Academy’s first ever children have settled in so well and are already showing
the values we expect and want from the learners at Hailsham Community
College. In just one term the children have made excellent progress in their
learning and are well on their way to their end of reception expected level of
development. This expected level of development is called GLD which
stands for Good Level of Development and incorporates many areas of a
child’s life including: turn taking, understanding feelings, being able to go to
the toilet independently, reading and basic number knowledge. During the first years of a child’s
school life we really are educating the ‘whole child’.
What has been particularly exciting this term has been making links between the secondary
school and the primary. We have had learners from the secondary who are completing Health &
Social Care courses reading to the children and other secondary learners completing work
experience at the primary school too. Experiences like these benefit all involved and are the real
strength of an all-through school. We have many more projects in the pipe lines including work
with the science department, the secondary school’s singing group, Cadence and HCC’s SEND
department.

Next term, we are looking forward to so much more including the hand over of the whole school
building and the primary school’s first Nativity!
Mr Redman, Head of School

Scooter riding is challenging. It doesn’t just come naturally, you have to work hard to get where
you want to be. I have been Scootering for around a year now. It is tiring and it drains your
energy but to be successful you have to push yourself. It took me a couple of months just to
learn a basic trick, I wasn’t getting anywhere close to where I wanted to be.
I started competing and whilst there I was able to meet some professional Scooter riders such as
Dante Hutchinson, Keenan Memhet and Kai Laughton. We always have fun and I learn some new
tricks. Dante told me not to try too hard, just have fun and go with the flow.
I was starting to enjoy myself and I was progressing loads. A few trips to A&E and I was off, I was
landing almost every trick I tried and started getting noticed by a lot more people that have
supported me and helped me get to where I am now. I am very happy with the progress I have
made over the year. I never thought that it would be achievable, and that I would get the
opportunities to take trips to the skateparks with pro riders.
I will be hoping to take part in a major Scoot Camp next year, which means until then I am going
to be pushing myself to an extent that I have never pushed myself to before. I believe that with
practice and determination I will succeed.
Dionne Jones, Year 9 Student
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CROSS COUNTRY

YEAR 8 FOOTBALL
On Tuesday 8 October the Year 8 football team
travelled to Chichester High School in round 1 of the
Sussex Schools County Cup.
Chichester High started the game strongly playing
against the wind. The first goal however came
slightly against the run of play with Tom scoring
from long range. From this point, Hailsham grew
into the game and always looked a threat on the
break with the pace of Sam, Alex and Callum causing
problems for the Chichester back four. Further goals
from Joe and Freddie (goalkeeper!) meant Hailsham
got to half time with a two goal lead. Second half
goals from Joe and Alex saw Hailsham home to a 5-3
victory.
Well played boys!
The team now travel to
Heathfield Community College in Round 2.
Mr Sherwood, PE Teacher/Wiggins House Leader

On Tuesday 8th October, Caitlyn Spencer (Year 8),
competed at the SSSCA Cross Country
championships at Eastbourne Sports Park. With
over 230 runners and 11 schools taking part,
over the 3km course, Caitlyn finished 2nd in the
U14 girls race. She was the first Year 8 girl
meaning she will go on to represent the
partnership in the Sussex championships later in
the year.
This is an amazing achievement by Caitlyn who
trains regularly with the Eastbourne Rovers club.
Well done Caitlyn!
Mr Sherwood, PE Teacher/Wiggins House Leader

Did you take your GCSE / A Level
Art & Photography exam this
summer?
Please contact the Art
Department after half term to
arrange a time to collect your
folders.

ARTICLES WANTED!
Does your son or daughter participate in a sport, activity or
have a particular interest outside of college that they would be
willing to share in a future edition of the College
Communicator? If so we would love to hear from you!
Please drop Annika Cochrane a line at cochranea@hccat.net or
give her a ring on 01323 841468. Thank you.

The first two weeks back at school have been eventful for our Year 13 Literature class,
with trips to see a Margaret Atwood interview at Cineworld and to the Globe Theatre.
On the evening of Tuesday 10th September, myself and others in my class headed to
Cineworld to see the Margaret Atwood interview for the release of her sequel to ‘The
Handmaid’s Tale’: ‘The Testaments’. Despite only having the audio due to technical
difficulties, it didn’t stop us from enjoying Atwood discussing her reasons for the release
of her new book thirty-four years on and the new historical events included in the
novel; and readings of the book from Sally Hawthorne and Lily James. With
questions on her original novel, ‘The Handmaids Tale’, it developed our
contextual knowledge for our A-Level study of the novel. The new novel is a
fascinating read, and the audiobook is available for free on the BBC Sounds
app for a more immersive experience.
After more technical difficulties preventing us from going on Saturday 14th,
we made the trek to London after school on Friday 20th September to
watch ‘As You Like It’ at the Globe Theatre. As a newbie to the Globe, I can
safely say it is far more impressive in person than the videos you watch in
English; and being a groundling is incredibly immersive with the actors
wandering among us. The play was creatively directed and performed as,
with the incorporation of two deaf actresses, sign language was used
throughout and also added humour to the mix. The story was gripping and
no one wanted to leave but, sadly, we had to exit before the end and sprint back across to catch the train
to arrive back at midnight. If you ever get the chance to visit the Globe Theatre take the opportunity, it’s
a long trip, but you will not regret it.
Chelsea Bentley-Astor, Year 13 Student

Forty-two Music students from Years 8 to 13 had a fantastic time this week when they attended a special,
schools’ performance of Verdi’s Rigoletti at Glyndebourne.

Huge congratulations to Savanna Melvin, Year 11 and Finley Powell, Year 10 on winning the HCC Poetry
Competition. Each student won a £15 Amazon voucher.

Some Destruction Is Beautiful
The day we met I instantly knew you were the one
And it almost destroyed me,
You spoke and it ignited a fire so bright
I thought I might set a blaze,

I was stupid not to refrain myself from your lies
But God, your smile made it all disappear,
You took my hand into yours
And lightning flowed throughout my veins like a raging storm,
You planted a kiss upon my lips

Mental Shadows

And my entire being erupted with ecstasy,

They shriek.
They call.
I was aware of what I was doing
They mock.
But I refused to acknowledge the truth,
They laugh.
How could I ever love one so bitter
Inside my mind,
Yet so tantalising all the same,
everything spins.
You had stolen into my melancholy heart
As shadows from within cause distress,
Without even considering the consequences,
they trap the Morse code sent from my brain
You made sin become exceedingly irresistible
and twist the command into their own.
And morality dreadfully dull,
Nerves tense, blood pumps, eyes close,
Even still I was mesmerised
but no;
Infatuated with the falsified image I had created, not anymore, these demons controlled me
For you made flowers grow in my lungs,
and I thought there was nothing I could do.
I fought for my sanity,
And although they were beautiful,
It was 100 to 1,
I can’t breathe.
I froze and thought, these are my thoughts, my shadows,
my soul
Some destruction is beautiful
If I get rid of them, I get rid of me,
So, even to my surprise I mould those monsters into
By Savanna Melvin
memories,
That way they are always close but not leaking their
poison into my…
Mind...
By Finley Powell

Business students in the Sixth
Form had the opportunity to
participate in a Commerce in
the Classroom workshop run by
our Alumni organisers, Future First.
They
brought along with them two volunteers who
work in global organisations.
Students had a go at the Trading Game, learnt
about import and export, looked at the skills they
had and the skills the volunteers need for their
job roles. The students had an opportunity to ask questions of the volunteers about their career journeys
and advice they would give their 16 year old self. Students had excellent questions and really engaged in
the discussions. This session will be followed by a second workshop in a few weeks’ time.

Representatives from Morgan Sindall
came in to deliver a session on
Careers in Construction to some of
our Year 11 students. It was
interesting to hear about the wide
range of careers in this sector from
trades to office jobs - brickwork,
plumbing, carpentry to quantity
surveying, project management and
architecture.
More sessions for Year 11 will be
running with representatives from a
variety of sectors throughout the
year.

We were delighted to welcome
Jack The Lad, former breakfast
show host on Heart FM to deliver
an assembly to our Year 11s. Jack
gave an engaging and inspirational
speech, encouraging students to
think about their identity and how
that can help them through their
next steps and towards a
successful career.
We look forward to welcoming
Jack back in March for our
Aspirations Week when he will be
speaking to Years 7-10.
Jennie Cole, Careers Leader

We are pleased to once again, be
supporting the Royal British Legion’s
Poppy Appeal.
Public Service
students will be selling poppies and
the goodies shown here during
break and lunchtimes when we
return from half term.
Miss Wright and our Public Service
students will also be taking part in
Hailsham’s Remembrance Parade on
Sunday 10th November. They will
be joining a significant number of
our students who participate in this
event through their involvement in
local Cadet and Scout groups.
Details and timings for the
Remembrance Parade and Service
can be found below.

HAILSHAM & DISTRICT
BRANCH
(Registered Charity No. 219279)

Dear Mr Matthews,
The Mayor of Hailsham and the Hailsham and District Branch of the Royal British
Legion invite you, staff and pupils of Hailsham Community College, to participate in
the Remembrance Parade at 10:35 am and the Service on Sunday 10th November
2019 at 10:45 am.
Any members/supporters who wish to participate in the parade are requested to
assemble in the car park adjacent to the Charles Hunt Centre between 10:00 &
10:20 am for the commencement of the parade at 10.35am, proceeding to the
Hailsham War Memorial.
For any other members or supporters wishing to attend the Service, please be at
the Hailsham War Memorial by 10.45 am.
Hailsham & District Branch,
The Royal British Legion.

Our Teachers' Got Talent winner, Mr Albertella is starring in this!
As a special offer to HCC families, tickets for the Tuesday 5 November performance
are just £6 each available from our uniform shop.
Tickets for all other performances can be purchased as shown on the poster.

