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Our students are so incredibly talented! There was
standing room only for our annual Winter
Wonderland showcase on 10 December. Over 100
singers, musicians and dancers delighted their
audience with a mix of original performances and
well known festive classics.
Huge congratulations to everybody involved - the
performers, back stage crew, event organisers and
volunteers. You were stunning!

Reception children have been busily working on their
Christmas production of ‘A Miracle in Town’, the
story of the very first Christmas. It tells the story of a
baby boy who was born in Bethlehem, but he was no
ordinary baby. His name was Jesus and He was the
Son of God.
The children have been practising singing a variety of
songs with actions and using a big voice to say their
lines. In their weekly dance lessons they have also
worked hard to learn a Rudolf the red nosed reindeer
dance which they are excited to perform to friends
and family members.
Mrs Miller, EYFS Lead

During assemblies this week I have been talking to
students about Christmas and what it means to each of
us. It seems to me that the build up starts earlier and
earlier nowadays and that it is becoming ever
more commercialised with increasing pressure around
giving and receiving expensive gifts.
Christmas is, of course, a celebration of the birth of
Jesus. It is also a time to remember those less fortunate
than ourselves and to consider what we can do that
might help them feel supported.
On the radio this morning, I listened to an item that
stated there were 7000 homeless people in Sussex. I
encouraged students to think about what Christmas must
be like for them and for others that live in situations so
different to our own. We should also spare a thought for
all those people who have to work over Christmas; the Police, Fire Brigade, doctors, nurses and
so many others who provide an invaluable service to our community.
I also talked to the students about one of the simplest and most meaningful things they can do
this Christmas which is to give their time to help their parents and carers. As a parent myself, I
fully appreciate how busy and stressful a time this can be for parents/carers making sure that
everything is ready for Christmas so that their families can come together and have a wonderful
time.
Hopefully, students are thinking about what they can give as a gift to their parents and carers. I
know that the very best present my children could give to me is for them to help out around the
house doing everyday chores such as washing up, cleaning the car or putting the vacuum cleaner
around. These tasks are something that all young people can give; they cost nothing but mean so
much!
My overall message to students is to be generous with your time, not just at Christmas but all
year round. It feels really good to do something nice or thoughtful for another person. We
should all try and do more of it.
As always, I would like to take this opportunity to thank parents and carers for your support, to
thank staff for all your hard work and to thank our learners for always doing your best. I wish you
all a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!
Mr Matthews, Principal

In primary schools across the
country there is one time of year
that stands out more than any
other… Christmas! Hailsham
Primary Academy has been no
different, we have had a fantastic
time since coming back from the
half term holiday. It always
makes me smile when, as early as
4 November, you hear the sound
of the children practising their
Christmas songs ready for the Reception nativity and carol
concerts. It really is a magical time for all involved!
Being a new school, we quickly realised that we didn’t have
a bank of old Christmas decorations that could be dragged,
much like home, down from the loft! We put out a little
plea to our parents and in their usual fashion they went
above and beyond! We had five Christmas trees donated,
including a beautiful 10 foot live tree for
the hall, boxes of decorations and much more. The children set to work decorating
trees and putting up decorations and the school now feels very festive.
At the beginning of December the children had a visit from Jingles and Bells their
‘Classroom Elves on a Classroom Shelf’! Both have been up to a lot of mischief and
every morning the children have come into school to find what they have been up to
overnight, like riding on trains and sneaking into the crypt with Baby Jesus!
The children’s role play area has been turned into a Santa’s Grotto and toy workshop. Every time I enter
the classroom, I am presented with more classroom stationery, toys or books, which have been expertly
wrapped by a smiling child. One day I was presented with a beautifully wrapped shoe, which upon looking
at the generous, gift giving child, was clearly not his, as he had both shoes still on!
Currently, we’re in the middle of our Christmas
events. Last Friday we had a wonderful Carol
Concert, where the College Choir and Mrs
Dabernig came down to the Primary School and
sang carols with the Reception children. There
was hot chocolate and mince pies too, for a small
donation to Save the Children. We’ve also had our
Christmas Jumper Day, where some very suspect
Festive Knitwear was worn (mostly by the staff).
Still to come we have our Christmas Lunch and the
most important event of the year, the Reception
Nativity! It is always my favourite, seeing the donkey getting lost, the shepherds banging into the sheep
and the angels pushing and shoving to get in the right place for their dance, all of which are what makes
for a heart lifting show!
From everyone at the Primary School, Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!
Mr Redman, Head of School

Huge congratulations to Sixth Formers Matthew and Andrew who recently took the Physics
Olympiad Paper. This is the most challenging Physics problem solving you can do at school (much
harder than A Level) and only 2100 students in the country attempted the three hour paper.
I’m pleased to say that Matthew received a Bronze 1 medal award for his paper, which puts him
in the top 30% of students, a real achievement. Drew received a commendation which is still a
fantastic achievement to be proud of.
Well done boys.

Mr Kelly, Director of Learning for Science

I am so proud of my Year 7 and 8 food groups. Today, we have been baking Christmas cookies
and we’ve had so much fun! The students were amazing. They were creative with their
ingredients, using cinnamon, cocoa and chocolate chips for added flavour, and they all took so
much care with their presentation. They were justifiably proud of their efforts and their fantastic
results!
Ms Findlay, Vice Principal

The Year 7 students were taken on a wonderful
adventure to The Land of Roar when author, Jenny
McLachlan visited Hailsham Community College on
Friday 6 December.
The students attended an entertaining and
interactive assembly that brought the Land of Roar to
life, then a number of our Year 7s had the
opportunity to work with Jenny to create their own
fantasy world which will be used for creative writing.
Jenny’s enthusiasm and passion for writing really inspired the students with their reading and
writing. The students were so engaged during the author talk and writing workshops. So many
have already asked when Jenny will be returning to HCC!
Miss Ringsell, Social Studies Teacher & RWCM Lead

On Thursday 5 December Dr Sarah Leaney, a senior lecturer in
Sociology at Brighton University, joined Social Studies GCSE and A
Level Sociology/Psychology classes. She led sessions on what it was
like to do research at degree, masters and PhD level, sociological
theory and evidence on how social class may influence educational
progress, what it is like to study a degree, masters and PhD as well as
lots of information on wider university life. As always, our students
came up with some interesting and well thought out questions, learnt
a lot and really did the college proud.
This visit was very special as Sarah spent seven years studying at HCC and excelled in many subjects,
including Sociology, Psychology and Law. It was amazing to reconnect with her and we should be
immensely proud of all she has achieved and the part that HCC has played in her journey. Hopefully the
visit made it clear to students that if you work hard, have aspirations and develop resilience then you can
achieve high levels of success. As a department we are looking forward to developing our links with Sarah
as well as the Social Sciences department at Brighton University.
Mr Ashdown, Director of Learning for Social Studies

We had terrific success at the British Schools Trampoline Regional round earlier this term.
Results were:

1st Place

U19 Girls Elite

1st Place

U19 Boys Elite

1st Place

U14 Intermediate Girls

1st Place

U15 Novice Girls

1st Place

U15 Boys Intermediate Individual

1st Place

U15 Girls Novice Individual

2nd Place

U19 Intermediate Girls

2nd Place

U19 Boys Elite Individual

2nd Place

U15 Novice Girls

3rd Place

U15 Girls Novice

All qualified for the next round that takes place in January. The finals are in March.
I am so proud of everybody who competed. They are a fantastic group of young people who
practice really hard and are totally committed to their sport. Well done to you all!
Mrs Street, Trampoline Coach

Year 9 GCSE Art students have been working on
introductory drawing skills in the style of
Veronica Ballart Lilja, using pen and ink or water colour.

We are really proud to have a selection of our students’ work highlighted in East Sussex College
Hastings’ School of Art and Design publication.

On Thursday 5 December, four Maths Ninjas and Mrs Corbishley journeyed to Bexhill College for the
annual Senior Team Maths Challenge. This competition takes place across the country in regional heats
and consists of three interesting rounds. Round 1 is problem-solving where the teams have 40 minutes to
solve as many of 10 problems as they can; there are always a few easy ones and some really thoughtprovoking ones! The second round is a cross-number: just like a crossword but with digits instead of
letters. The final round is the Shuttle round where the answer to question 1 is needed to solve question 2
and so on.
As always, the team had great fun at the competition and left with big smiles on their faces. Our hosts
were friendly and provided excellent refreshments to fuel our brains. Congratulations and thanks to all
four students who represented the college.
Chief Ninja Corbishley, Director of Learning for Maths

Our Y12 and Y13 A Level English Language students enjoyed an
afternoon spent with the Reception class at our new Primary
School at the beginning of this month. They spent the
afternoon talking to the pupils to develop their own
understanding of children’s language acquisition, which is a
key element of the exam. The students also read stories to
their groups which had been written by three of the class
specifically for a younger audience as part of the coursework
element of the syllabus; entertaining them with tales of sad
mountains, zombie neighbours and a plot to retrieve a
confiscated bike.
Mrs Cosham, English Teacher

Congratulations to all the students who took part in a mammoth 12 hour Danceathon to raise
money towards costumes for their forthcoming performance at Disneyland Paris.

Before

During

After

So far, they have raised a fantastic £722 and we know there is much more to come! Well done!
Miss Southall, Dance Teacher

PARENT VOICE DROP IN
10.30 - 11.30am, Tuesday 14 January
We’re hosting a Parent Voice drop in for anybody who
wants to come along. Join us for a cup of tea and
informal chat about any concerns you may have or
ideas around how we can improve.
So that we have an idea of numbers, please email
hcc@hccat.net if you would like to come.
Claire Findlay and Natalie Chamberlain
Vice Principals

If any student feels unsafe or worried during the Christmas holiday, they can email us at
Safeguarding@hccat.net. This email account is monitored daily by key staff responsible for
safeguarding.
They can also contact e-motion, a free online counselling project for young people aged 12-18
years in East Sussex. www.e-motion.org.uk / frankie@e-motion.org.uk

Amendment to INSET
The INSET day previously scheduled for Monday 29 June 2020 has been changed and will
now take place on Friday 26 June 2020.
Year 11 Prom
At the venue’s request, we have changed the date of the Year 11 Prom. It will now be held
on Friday 26 June 2020, which ties in with the Year 11 Celebration Assembly taking place
the same day.
Please accept our apologies for any inconvenience these changes may cause.

Thursday 30 January 2020, 7.30pm
Tickets are £2 each
Parents/Carers are invited to join staff at a special screening of H is for
Harry at the Hailsham Pavilion. It is a coming of age story about Harry,
an 11 year old boy who arrives at secondary school unable to read or
write. The film follows Harry over two years as he fights to improve
academically and believe in a different future for himself.

You are welcome to bring your children with you to the screening if you
wish.

New Uniform Supplier
Our uniform supplier KB Schoolwear (Blueprint) will cease trading on 31 December 2019 and our new
supplier from January is Sussex Uniforms.
Parents/Carers will be able to purchase uniform online via this website: www.sussexuniforms.co.uk/
collections/hailsham-community-college. There will also be a link on the HCC website.
Sussex Uniforms offer a free returns service and an extended exchange period in the summer on all orders
placed between June and August. They will also be available at the HCC Uniform Evening in July for
students to try on sizes.
Eventually Sussex Uniforms will also be supplying the HCC PE Kit but from today until further notice PE
tops can be purchased through HCC. This is limited stock and therefore slightly reduced in price.
Payment must be paid via ParentPay and students will receive their orders during the college day.
PE top (sizes 26-36) £10.50
PE top (sizes 38-48) £13.00

FREE TRAINING FOR PARENTS/CARERS
If anybody is interested in a free qualification titled
“Understanding Children & Young People’s Mental Health” please let us know.
The course will enable adults to understand what causes young people to suffer with mental health issues,
identify the early signs and symptoms and provide techniques on how to better support them.

As part of our Year 11 enrichment programme students visited MetalTech Precision Engineering on the
Diplocks Industrial Estate. They had an opportunity to hear about how parts are created from the concept
design through to manufacture. Students then had a tour of the factory and met many employees, some
of whom were ex-HCC students who have been through or are currently on apprenticeships.
MetalTech are great supporters of HCC and it was great to see our lightbulb logo on their front door.
Employees from MetalTech also joined us for our Business Breakfast where Sixth Form Business students
had the opportunity to network with local business people and find out about their career paths.
Mrs Jennie Cole, Careers Leader

Global Finance company RSM visited HCC to speak
to our Sixth Form business students about their
School Leaver and Graduate Leaver programmes.
They gave the students an in-depth insight into the
recruitment process and they had the opportunity
to practice some interview techniques.
The students were really inspired and some have
requested details of work experience opportunities
so they can further explore careers in this sector.
Mrs Jennie Cole, Careers Leader

We are really pleased to launch
our Careers Champion programme
here at the College.
Staff
members
jumped
at
the
opportunity to be our first group
of Careers Champions! They will be helping to
ensure our students really understand how their
subjects can link to future careers and build
important skills to help them in their futures.
Students can look out for the Careers Champion
badges to find support in areas that interest
them. We are looking forward to welcoming more Champions as the programme develops.
Mrs Jennie Cole, Careers Leader

On Saturday 7 December at St Saviour’s Church, Eastbourne, students from HCC performed at East Sussex
Music Service’s showcase of ensembles at their festive Christmas Concert.
Amelia played with the lovely flute ensemble. Amber and Lydia led the 2nd Violins in the advanced String
Ensemble’s musically expressive performance. Andrew played in the fun Percussion Group and JazzyFunky Concert Band, joined by Charlotte on the clarinet. Moreover, there was an amazing performance
by Mr Cane-Hardy’s ESMS choir that had the filled church audience to their feet.
It was an evening of musical diversity and excellence, from the very young to more senior. We are so
fortunate in East Sussex to have such an exceptional music service. The above-mentioned ensembles, and
more, are open to young people of all ages, whether they have lessons or not with ESMS: https://
www.eastsussexmusic.org/music-centre
Congratulations to Amelia, Lydia, Amber, Andrew and Charlotte!
Miss Lehmann, Music Teacher

Huge congratulations to the following students for passing
their music exams:
Freya:
Lydia:
Amber:

Rock School Grade 3 Acoustic Guitar
ABRSM Grade 5 Violin
ABRSM Grade 5 Violin

Thank you to everybody who supported
us during Movember! For anybody
who doesn’t know, Movember is an
annual event involving the growing of
moustaches during the month of
November to raise awareness of men's
health issues, such as anxiety, prostate
cancer, testicular cancer, and men's
suicide. It also involves fundraising to
support the work of the charity and as
a team we managed to raise just over
£1000.

@HailshamCommunityCollegeOfficial

