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Introduction
Outstanding student learning is the primary aim of Hailsham Community College (Academy
Trust). Outstanding teaching and learning is one that promotes active learning that is
independent with a clear focus on knowledge and skills and prepares learners for the next
stage of their education. An essential part of independent student learning is home learning.
Independent learners are successful and can make informed personal choices about their
future.
Principles
Hailsham Community College believes that:
•
•

•

•

All learners should be encouraged to produce work, both at school and at home, which
is of a high quality.
Working in partnership with the home promotes effective learning and will
communicate clearly to parents our agreed policy and practice with respect to home
learning. This will be done in the senior school through letters, information booklets,
Hailsham Community College Firefly, parent/carer consultation meetings and the
student journal. In the primary school homework will be communicated through
Edulink and letters.
An effective approach to home learning centres on a blended learning approach. The
home learning task should be an implicit part of the teaching and learning process; all
home learning tasks should either complement or develop from the teaching and
learning at school.
General and subject-specific study skills as well as knowledge and skill based activities
are the building blocks of student learning.

To promote effective learning through home learning, all of our teachers will:
•
•
•
•

Give home learning that is appropriate.
Give feedback where appropriate according to the College Assessment Policy.
Support learners in the completion of home learning.
Ensure that all learners complete the home learning set.

They will achieve these outcomes by:
•
•
•
•

Giving home learning when it is appropriate according to primary and senior
departmental policies.
Being clear as to the form of home learning required and make clear the learning
objectives of home learning.
Giving home learning according to the abilities and learning needs of individual
leaners.
Making it clear what the purpose of the home learning is, how it will be assessed and
its role in the learning process.

•
•
•

Helping learners in the senior school to develop good organisational skills through the
pastoral programme, helping them to use Firefly effectively and manage their time
well.
Helping learners in the primary school to understand that learning takes place all the
time and that parents can play an active role in their education.
Promote access to the senior College’s Home Learning Support Club where learners
can gain access to a variety of resources to facilitate the completion of their home
learning.
[Home Learning Support Club is available to all senior learners 3.15pm to 5pm Monday
to Friday inclusive in the Learning Resource Centre.]

Guidelines
•
•
•
•

•
•
•

Home learning should be an extension of learning and not simply an add on task.
Learners must understand the importance of home learning as part of their
development towards independent learning.
Some lesson time may be spent reviewing home learning to reinforce its importance
as well as the learning outcomes from it; this may include some peer and selfassessment appropriate to the task.
Staff ensure that a variety of tasks are set for home learning. Teachers should discuss
suitable home learning topics and activities. Tasks should be carefully differentiated
to meet the learning needs of learners. Subject staff and Learning Support/EAL need
to work together for specific groups and learners.
All senior school home learning should be set on Firefly with an appropriate deadline
for completion.
All home learning must be completed by the deadlines set and if home learning is not
completed or challenging for students it needs to be completed at Champion Hour
which is organised on a daily basis.
All home learning set for and completed by learners should be recorded by the class
teacher.
Possible tasks might be:
Investigations
Listening Practice
Public or School Library Visit
Designing
Drawing
Report writing
Simple experiment
Projects or Extended Assignments
Bedrock (KS3)
Numeracy tasks (KS3)
Sourcing props and artefacts
Watching various media

Interviews
Research
Reading
Essay writing
Learning spellings
Learning lines, scripting
Model making
Assessments

Researching definitions of key words
Musical practice of voice/instruments
Task in preparation for the next lesson (Flipped learning)

•
•
•

Teachers should, as far as possible, avoid setting home learning which is finishing off
tasks of work which should have been completed in the lesson.
The effective use of Flipped Learning can make home learning more meaningful and
aids the development of research skills and independent study.
All senior school subjects should set at least one piece of ‘flipped learning’ per term
across all key stages.

Time
These are guidelines (some learners may choose to spend longer on a task):
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

EYFS: Reception – approximately 5 x 10-minute daily reading per week, occasional
home learning tasks
Key Stage 1: Years 1 and Year 2 – approximately 5 x 15-minute daily reading per week,
one piece of topic homework per week, weekly spelling of key words
Key Stage 2: Years 3,4,5,6 – approximately 5 x 30 minutes daily reading per week, one
piece of topic homework per week, One piece of English and Mathematics homework.
Key Stage 3: Years 7 and Year 8 – approximately three hours per week across all
subjects.
Key Stage 4: Years 9, 10 and 11 – approximately five hours per week across all subjects.
Key Stage 5: Years 12 and Years 13 – at least four to five hours per subject per week,
to include work completed in self-study periods.
Study skills including organisation, planning, time-management, working with
preferred learning styles and listening; study skills are taught explicitly in lessons and
are implicit in home learning tasks.

Roles and Responsibilities
The Governing Body will:
•

Monitor the effectiveness of the Home Learning Policy through its Learning and
Development Team and review it as part of their cycle of Policy Review.

The Vice Principal (Teaching & Learning) will:
•

Ensure the Home Learning Policy is being delivered in conjunction with Directors of
Learning and the primary school SLT.

Directors of Learning and Primary School SLT will:

•
•
•
•
•

Ensure that home learning tasks are integral to the Scheme of Work and appropriately
differentiated.
Monitor the delivery and quality of home learning, including it being on Firefly for
senior school learners.
Ensure that Assessment for Learning principles are applied to the marking and
feedback of home learning.
Provide support in line with the College Behaviour Policy if necessary, to the class
teacher in order to ensure that home learning is completed and to the required
standard
Liaise with home if required in consultation with the primary school class teacher,
senior school mentor or House Leader if necessary.

All subject and class teachers will:
•
•
•

•
•
•

Deliver home learning tasks according to the Scheme of Work.
Ensure that marking will be focussed on Assessment for Learning principles.
Sanction in line with the College Behaviour Policy if home learning is not completed or
not completed to a satisfactory standard without an acceptable reason, a subject
detention will be given to senior students. Primary learners will be asked to stay in at
lunch to complete home learning tasks.
Senior school staff will post all home learning on Firefly when approved.
Where senior school learners do not have access to Firefly teachers should provide an
alternative way for learners to complete the home learning.
Liaise with home if required in consultation with the primary school class teacher,
mentor or House Leader if necessary.

Senior School Mentors and Primary School Class teachers will be responsible for:
•

Liaising with home where necessary, in consultation with the Director of Learning
and/or subject teacher.

Learners will be responsible for:
•
•

Completing home learning by the set deadline
Once the home learning is completed marking this as ‘completed’ on Firefly.

Parents and Carers will:
•

Monitor their child/ren to ensure that home learning is completed.

Monitoring & Evaluation
It is the responsibility of the Senior Leadership Team to monitor the implementation of the
Home Learning Policy and support all colleagues in the implementation of the policy.

The Governing Body will evaluate the effectiveness of the Home Learning Policy through its
Learning & Development Team and review it as part of their cycle of Policy Review.

Appendix 1
English

KS3: Years 7, 8 and 9: Home Learning is set weekly. Learners will either be given a
booklet in the first week of term containing the term’s home learning assignments, or
they will be set tasks on EDUCAKE to complete. Knowledge Organisers may be used
to present an overview of key topic knowledge for the term, alongside core Tier 2 and
Tier 3 vocabulary. Other complementary tasks in different formats may also be set:
grammar, flipped learning, revision, quizzes, research and written assignments.
Grades and achievements will be used to inform the progress tracking of individual
students.
KS4: Years 10 and 11: Home Learning is set weekly to reinforce and consolidate both
language and literature skills. Teachers will set tasks on EDUCAKE for students to
complete alongside other assignments set by the class teacher as directed by the
schemes of work. Other relevant homework tasks in different formats may also be
set. These will include grammar, flipped learning, revision, research and written
assignments. Assignments run parallel to and compliment the topic being studied
each term.
KS5: Years 12 and 13: English A Level Home Learning is set weekly for both the
Literature and Language courses. This will often take the form of flipped learning:
learners may be required to complete background reading or research regarding the
texts or concepts being studied; or learners may be asked to complete close reading
and annotation of texts or transcripts in preparation for discussion within lessons.
Learners will also be expected to produce exam style essay questions or complete
coursework drafts outside of lessons throughout the year.

Maths

We recognise the importance of fast feedback to students. Therefore, we set
homework using online tools which automatically mark the work for students.
Additional support will become available from the Maths team through “Keep Up”
sessions in due course. Students may also email teachers for support.
Years 7 and 8 – home learning is set online using MathsWatch or MyMaths. Students
should spend an average of approximately 30 minutes per week completing this work.
Additional practice can be completed on MathsWatch using the Videos section and
completing the interactive questions for a selected video; on MyMaths, students can
complete tasks or games using the Library of interactive resources.
Years 9 and 10 – home learning is set online using MathsWatch or MyMaths. Students
should spend 30-45 minutes per week completing this work. Additional practice can
be completed on MathsWatch using the Videos section and completing the
interactive questions for a selected video; on MyMaths, students can complete tasks
or games using the Library of interactive resources.

Year 11 – home learning is set weekly using MathsWatch or MyMaths. Students
should spend 45 - 60 minutes per week completing this work. Additional practice can
be completed on MathsWatch using the Videos section and completing the
interactive questions for a selected video; on MyMaths, students can complete tasks
or games using the Library of interactive resources. In addition, Year 11 students will
be set exam papers using MethodMaths on a regular basis.
In addition to their set tasks, we recommend that students engage in additional
independent study using any of the following resources:
• (For Year 9 and above) GCSE Revision Guides and Workbooks (available from
the College Shop)
• BBC Bitesize
• Practice questions and past papers from the Maths section on Firefly
Year 12 and 13 – A Level students are expected to engage in a minimum of four hours
independent study per week for Maths. This may include any of the following:
• Completing work set from the textbook
• Flipped Learning (e.g. watching a video, completing an investigation) in
preparation for a lesson
• Skills Check sheets
• Homework packs (set termly per teacher)
• Revision of work covered previously
• Completing additional work from the textbook (particularly the Mixed
Exercises at the end of each chapter)
Science

KS3: Home Learning will be set weekly for learners.
Students will be expected to use ‘Seneca Learning’ as a part of their Key stage 3 home
learning – this is an online learning platform that ensures students are reviewing the
learning in class.
KS4: Home learning will be set weekly for each class.
Students will be expected to use ‘Seneca Learning’ as a part of their GCSE home
learning – this is an online learning platform that ensures students are reviewing the
learning in class.
Each AQA module also has 3 tasks associated with it that students should complete at
home:
• Vocabulary task focussing on tier 3 language
• Required Practical task focusing on the skills needed for practical work
• Summary Quiz set on ‘Quizziz’
In addition to their set tasks, we recommend that students engage in additional
independent study using any of the following resources:
• (For Year 9 and above) GCSE Revision Guides (available from the College Shop)
• Firefly has many revision resources available in the ‘Science’ section

KS5: Home Learning will be set every week. It will be a substantial task or set of tasks,
generally three to four hours per subject. Learners will be set home learning that
prepares them for future lessons (flipped tasks) as well as tasks that enable them to
build on lessons completed. There will be substantial amount of work focussed on
preparation for external exams.

Languages

Key Stage 3
Students will complete one home learning every two weeks. If they wish to exceed
this, teachers will have the flexibility to choose the number and type depending on
the needs of the class. Each home learning should take between 30 minutes and one
hour. Home learning will be peer or self-assessed in the immediate lesson following
the deadline or will have been marked online as part of the home learning task.
Key Stage 4
Students will complete at least one home learning each week. If they wish to exceed
this, teachers will have the flexibility to choose the number and type depending on
the needs of the class. Each week a student should be required to spend at least one
hour completing home learning. It will be peer or self-assessed in the immediate
lesson following the deadline or online via the self-assessment home learning
resource.
To support student progression during COVID19 the following sets out the dept
approach to remote/blended learning.

Art

KS3: Home Learning will be set termly. Tasks may include practical and research tasks.
KS4: Home Learning will be set approximately twice a term. Format will depend on
area covered in class. Tasks may have a one-week deadline or students may be given
a more in-depth piece to complete over a longer period. Flipped Learning or Growth
Mindset tasks may be set at relevant junctures. During the exam period home study
is even more important and will normally involve a weekly engagement with standalone tasks or the refining/ completion of work started in class.
KS5: Home Learning will be set weekly and will either be a flipped learning task or
development of practical work initiated in class. The expectation is that KS5 students
are always working on refining / developing Art or Photography tasks initiated in class
when away from lessons. During the exam period home study is even more important
and will normally involve a weekly engagement with stand-alone tasks or the refining/
completion of work started in class.

Performing
Arts

KS3: Home Learning in Drama will be set once a fortnight. Students will have two
weeks to complete the task and it will be set and collected once a fortnight during
their Drama theory lesson. This will link to the knowledge and skills required for AQA
GCSE Drama. Music Home Learning will not be set, nor will Dance. However, the aim
is to build towards Year 9 Dance Home Learning to be set later in the year; this
homework with introduce them to logbooks in preparation for Btec Level 2. The longterm plan is to encourage students to attend a Performing Arts Club or Extra-curricular
activity at least once a fortnight. Student will be rewarded for attending achievement

points. Currently this cannot take place due to Covid-19 but this will be the aim
moving forward.
KS4: Performing Arts Year 10 and 11 Home Learning is to complete coursework. They
will complete this both in and out of lessons depending on the element, for example,
continuing with their written logbooks, rehearsing after school, learning lines, or
filming the work. Home Learning will be set when relevant depending on the
unit/component being studied at the time. However, in general this will be at least
once a week, for example, they may be asked to attend one rehearsal or catch up
session a week or be asked to complete three paragraphs in their log- book. It should
also be noted that GCSE classes are usually shared between two colleagues which
would affect the frequency of tasks set by one teacher.

KS5: Home Learning will be set once a week across all three disciplines in Performing
Arts. Again, classes are taught by two colleagues, thus a student would be expected
to receive two tasks per week for a subject. At least 25% of tasks at KS5 will be flipped
tasks. Students may also be required to attend extra rehearsals preceding periods of
performance assessment.
History

KS3: Learners will have Home Learning set for each unit. Each unit lasts
approximately one term. Some unit tasks will run over a few weeks; other units
will have approximately two to three smaller home learning tasks these may
include Flipped Learning or blended learning tasks. The nature of the task will be
clearly indicated on Firefly. The Home Learning Policy may be adapted for
student’s individual needs e.g. some students with SEN.

KS4 and 5: Home Learning will be set approximately once a week for each unit;
this will include flipped learning, writing essays and answering extended
exam questions.
Geography

KS3: Home Learning to be set fortnightly as part of the wider College timetable.
This might be in the form of online Seneca home learning (www. seneca.co.uk) or
Quizziz (https://quizizz.com/) where learners might have to complete an online
assessment. Alternatively they might need to follow pre-recorded lessons from
the oak academy (https://www.thenational.academy/oaks-curricula) or read up
on a geography topic as part of flipped learning. Home learning might also include
learning subject (tier 3) words for glossary tests, revision for end of unit
assessments, local fieldwork investigations.
KS4: Home Learning to be set weekly as part of the wider College timetable. This
might be in the form of online Seneca, Quizziz, Oak Academy, Planet Lacey
(https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCPumLvJapv0Yyk5Cyqoewew
home
learning as above, learning key words for topic tests, revising for end of unit

assessments, research via geography blogs, local fieldwork investigations, GCSE
exam questions.
KS5: Home Learning to be set weekly as part of the wider College timetable. This
will include research, wider reading as part of flipped learning. It will also include
completing A level exam questions, learning key words for topic tests, revision for
end of unit assessments.
PE

KS3: Any home learning tasks set will be mainly focussed through building on
skills, techniques and tactics taught in a practical sense. Students will be
encouraged to engage in physical activity outside their timetabled lessons and
told the benefits for this.
KS4:
Level 2 BTEC Sport Award: Home Learning is set regularly to build on the
student’s knowledge base and to reinforce learning. The format will depend upon
the assignment covered in class and the Unit being studied. Tasks may be set
weekly or fortnightly depending upon the focus and length of the assignment set.
This may relate to exam style questions (Unit 1), extension work (which will have
been individually discussed with students) and coursework.
Level 3 BTEC Sport National: Home Learning will be set every lesson, quite often
completing assignments or flipped learning preparing for the next lesson. The
format will depend upon the assignment covered in class and the Unit being
studied. All tasks set will be through FireFly which will include a task description,
completion date and any supporting documents.

Design Technology DT KS3: Home Learning is distributed throughout the year on the carousel of
subject areas. The carousel comprises of Food, Textiles and Design Technology.
Three home learnings are set each unit in the respective areas of study.
DT/Food/Textiles KS4: Home Learning is set regularly to build on the student’s
knowledge base and to reinforce learning. The format will depend upon the area
covered in class and the subject being studied. Tasks may be set weekly or
fortnightly depending upon the focus and length of the task set. This may relate
to research, exam questions, extension work (which will have been individually
discussed with students) and coursework.

ICT and
Computing

KS3: Learners are expected to complete a minimum of one piece of written Home
Learning per term. There are six units of work for Year 7, Year 8 and Year 9, each
one including a piece of home learning to support understanding in class. Learners
will be expected to complete any outstanding classwork where appropriate.
Learners in KS3 also receive “flipped” style home learning where home learning
directly influences the learning in the classroom during the following lesson. By

doing this we hope to encourage independence and student engagement with
their learning.

KS4:
Computer Science: Learners are required to complete a minimum of two Home
Learning tasks for each unit studied. The first will be a written task designed to
introduce a topic for the following lesson or to check understanding from
classwork already covered. The second will be a revision task for the end of topic
test that every student will take at the end of each unit. There are eight units of
work each year. Learners in KS4 also receive “flipped” style home learning where
home learning directly influences the learning in the classroom during the
following lesson. By doing this we hope to encourage independence and student
engagement with their learning.
To support student progression during COVID19 the following sets out the dept
approach to remote/blended learning
Social Studies

Year 7, 8 and 9 PSHE
Number of lessons (2-week timetable): 2
• Home-learning will be set once a term.
Year 7, 8 and 9 PRE
Number of lessons (2-week timetable): 1
• Home-learning will be set once over the two 2 terms.
Year 10 and 11 PSHE
Number of lessons (2-week timetable): 2
• Home-learning will not be set although some units on careers will have
specific home-learning tasks e. college applications/personal
statements.
KS4 GCSE Sociology
Number of lessons (2-week timetable): 6 (18 a term – standard 6-week term)
• Home-learning will be set once every two weeks. This will be worked
out on a pro-rata basis when teachers share a class. This work can be
teacher or self/peer assessed.
KS4 BTEC Health and Social Care (Level 1 and 2)
Number of lessons (2-week timetable): 6 (18 a term – standard 6-week term)
Home-learning will be set once every two weeks. This will be worked out on a
pro-rata basis when teachers share a class. This work can be teacher or
self/peer assessed.
KS5 Social studies: Options (Law, Sociology and Psychology A Level)
Number of lessons (2-week timetable): 8 (24 a term – standard 6-week term)

•
•
•

Home-learning will be set once per week when staff share the group
(twice per week when staff have sole responsibility for group – unless a
larger piece is set).
Independent / home-learning assignments which do not require written
feedback will be monitored through learners’ verbal responses in
lessons and their subsequent work.
question completion, revision materials, notes, check it/apply it
questions.

KS5 BTEC Health and Social Care Level (Double)
Number of lessons (2-week timetable): 16
Home-learning for BTEC will be set once per week when staff share the group
(twice per week when staff have sole responsibility for group – unless a larger
piece is set).
Independent / home-learning assignments which do not require written
feedback will be monitored through learners’ verbal responses in lessons and
their subsequent work.

Business Studies

BTEC Tech Award in Enterprise: The course consists of three units. Two units
are coursework assessed (2 x 30%) and there is an exam (worth 40%). Home
learning will be set according to the assessment criteria that teachers are
delivering to the learners at the time. Home learning will be in the form of
answering assignment questions, flipped learning, revision, research or
coursework. Home learning will be set fortnightly. PLEASE NOTE: all students
have a “Business Topic Tracker” saved in their documents. This contains links to
mini YouTube explanations on every exam topic.
BTEC National Business: This course is studied by Year 12 and 13 learners. Home
learning is set on a weekly basis on Firefly and refers directly to the units that
learners are studying. Home learning is set according to the topics being covered
by individual teachers but will be flipped learning, research, skills development
and the completion of assignment. Sometimes learners will be set group work
to complete.
BTEC National Public Services: This course is studied by Year 12 and 13 learners.
Home learning is set on a weekly basis on Firefly and refers directly to the units
that learners are studying. Home learning is set according to the topics being
covered by individual teachers but will be flipped learning, research, skills
development and the completion of assignment. Sometimes learners will be set
group work to complete.
During a lockdown the Business and Public Services department will teach
students on TEAMS and Firefly. We will always set and deliver lessons in such
circumstances.

Learning Support KS3 and KS4
Home learning will be personalised for individual students. Tasks will involve practicing skills
where there are gaps in learning when needed. However, all home learning will be issued via
the maths and English departments which will be supported by Learning Support lessons.

Overview of Home Learning
Subject

Key Stage 3

Key Stage 4

Key Stage 5

English
Maths
Science
Languages

weekly
weekly
per module
weekly

weekly
end of each Unit
weekly
n/a

twice a term
fortnightly

weekly
weekly

History
Geography
PE

weekly
weekly
weekly
fortnightly
once a term
(except in May)
once a term
start of each
unit
fortnightly
once a term

weekly
weekly
thrice weekly

DT
ICT and Computing
European Driving License
Social Studies

three per term
once a term
n/a
twice a term

weekly
weekly
fortnightly
Weekly or
fortnightly
two per unit
n/a
once a term
fortnightly

fortnightly

n/a

at least two
pieces a week

Art
Performing Arts

KS4 Sociology, Health and n/a
Social Care
KS5, Law, Sociology, BTEC HSC n/a

n/a
n/a
once a term
n/a

