
 

15 September 2021 
 
 

Dear Parents and Carers of Year 6 learners 
 
It gives me great pleasure to invite you and your son/daughter to our Open Evening on Thursday 
23 September 2021.     
 
We are looking forward to opening our doors and allowing you to see for yourselves the vibrant 
learning community we have and just what students can achieve whilst at HCC.  You will meet our 
friendly staff and students who will be on hand to talk to you about their own experiences of 
College life and to answer any questions you may have.  Throughout the evening students will be 
leading guided tours, enabling you to take part in interactive displays and see a wide range of 
activities and showcase events.   
 
As I am sure you will appreciate, there are a number of measures we need to have in place this 
year to ensure the event is Covid-safe.  There will be three time slots to book on the evening; due to 
high demand and to ensure a safe environment our first will begin at an earlier time than advertised, 
at 4.30pm.  
 

• Session 1:  Executive Principal’s address at 4.30pm followed by tours from 5.00pm – 5.30pm. 
Please arrive no earlier than 4.15pm. 

 

• Session 2:  Executive Principal’s address at 5.15pm followed by tours from 5.45pm – 6.15pm. 
Please arrive no earlier than 5.00pm. 

 

• Session 3:  Executive Principal’s address at 6.00pm followed by tours from 6.30pm – 7.00pm. 
Please arrive no earlier than 5.45pm. 

 
Families will need to book online for their choice of session.  To ensure a safe environment, only 1 

adult and 1 child are permitted to attend the event.  Please reserve your place by following this link:   
https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/hailsham-community-college.  
 
On entry, adults will need to show evidence of a negative lateral flow test.  We also ask that all visiting 
adults wear a face mask.  Staff will wear a face mask when moving around the college or on occasions 
where they are unable to socially distance. 
 
Guided tours of the college will be organised in groups of a maximum of 10 people (5 families).  Only 
guided tours will be available on the evening to ensure a safe environment for all. 
 
Parking on site is limited, therefore we ask that if possible, you walk if you live locally.  If you need to 
park on site, please ensure you enter the college via our main entrance which is nearest the junction 

that leads to the High Street.  If you have a problem with mobility but would like to attend the 
Open Evening, please contact us so that we can advise on suitable arrangements.   
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I realise that some families may be disappointed that we are having to restrict numbers to 1 adult and 
1 child as traditionally we have been able to welcome all members of the family but I am sure you can 
understand that this year, it is a necessary precaution that we need to take.  There will however, be 
other opportunities to see what Hailsham Community College has to offer before the all-important 
application deadline of 31 October.   
 
In addition to the Open Evening, we will also be running a series of Open Mornings during the week 

beginning 4 October.  These are designed to provide parents and children with a valuable insight 
into a typical working day.  Again, you will have the opportunity to tour the site, but this time you 
will see students hard at work in their classrooms and witness first-hand the quality of our 
teaching and facilities.  To enable us to ensure balanced group sizes and again, ensure the event 
is Covid-safe, we will allocate a particular day to each primary school and I will write to you a little 
nearer the time with full details. 
 
We are also having a short promotional video produced by a local filmmaker, which will be 
available for families to view in early October. 
 
Finally, I would like to take this opportunity to inform you that the East Sussex school applications 
system is now open.  All the information, including the application form, can be found here: Apply 
for a school place.  The deadline for applications is 31 October, so there is still plenty of time to 
explore all the options in order to make an informed choice. 
 
I am very much looking forward to meeting you and I trust that you will find the Open Evening 
enjoyable and informative.  If there is anything else you would like to know, please do not hesitate 
to get in touch with me and I will be very pleased to help you. 

 
Yours faithfully 
 
 
 
Phil Matthews 
Executive Principal 
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