Dear Reader,
I am once again delighted to be able to present our seventh annual review of Hailsham Sixth Form 2020-21. It really was a
year like no other and, although the year did not bring with it the visits, trips and socials we had hoped for, the impact of
Covid-19 brought us closer together as a community than I have ever known. Whether it was online learning or moving
heaven and earth to have our students on site as much as possible, the message was the same – we were all in this together
and whatever it took, or whatever was needed – our students would be successful.
And how our students responded to the challenge! Their levels of commitment, positivity and self-belief during this time
were a testament to their absolute brilliance – Year 13 and Year 12 students alike. In this review you will find examples of
their excellence and contribution to making Hailsham Sixth Form the most welcoming and supportive place to study after
your GCSEs, and we want you to join us as well
Please do take the time read all the articles and not just skim past the pictures as the detail behind the photos shows just
how much of a community we are at Hailsham Sixth Form, made up of students from all over the Eastbourne and Wealden
area. For as well as the amazing students who choose to move up into Hailsham Sixth Form from our lower school, we now
welcome more external students than ever before. Incredibly talented and committed young people from Cavendish,
Willingdon, Kings Academy Ringmer, St Catherine’s College, The Eastbourne Academy, St Richards, Heathfield and Ratton
have all shown themselves to be perfectly suited to a smaller Post 16 provider. In fact, I’m always amazed at the ease with
which our external students settle in, and how quickly they make strong friendships that stand the test of time. Moving
forward for September 2022 recruitment, we are again excited to welcome external applicants to join our contingent of
Hailsham students.
As Head of Sixth Form, I am extremely fortunate to lead an incredibly motivated and hard-working set of teachers, all experts
in their areas. Working together with our students, we follow a simple set of values that have served us well and ensure every
person matters. Everyone who joins and studies with us at Hailsham Sixth Form is supported in whatever capacity required to
be successful, both inside and outside of the college. This is especially true given the situation we have all recently found
ourselves in, and ensuring that a person’s emotional and mental well-being is catered for in turn enables their academic and
professional development. We also care about our place and contribution to our community and we ask all our students to
show respect to the people and environment around them, because better people make the world a better place.
Do enjoy the read and remember, if you want to come to a Sixth Form where the staff and leadership team work as hard as
you do to help you reach your goals, as well as having opportunities to develop leadership skills, ski in Andorra, visit New York
or Bruges, debate with the brightest minds, cook like a masterchef contestant or simply make lifelong friends – then
Hailsham Sixth Form is probably the place for you.
Mr Marsden
Head of Sixth Form

Debate Club

BTEC Business Charity Event

Is Cancel Culture a valid response to extremist
views? Should men be directly involved in abortion
legislation? These first two debates that heralded
the return of Debate Club had an amazing turnout
and included some well-researched and thoughtprovoking arguments.

As part of our ‘Organising an Event’ unit in
Business, we were required to put on a charity
event with a target to raise £750. We chose the
local charity ‘Chase the Dream’ in aid of Chase
Wells, a young boy suffering with Level 3 cerebral
palsy.
In order for Chase to improve his walking ability, he
has to attend the Footsteps Foundation three times
a year, which his family have to fund. Due to this,
we held a charity run on the college astro-pitch and
encouraged Sixth Form students to use their own
walking ability to support Chase in getting the
opportunity to make important progress himself.
The run was a success and we were very fortunate
that it was able to go ahead with the correct Covid
procedures in place.
Alongside this event, we organised a raffle which
allowed us to involve the local community in raising
funds. Thirty generous local businesses donated
prizes which included meals out, beauty vouchers
and golf lessons The raffle was a huge success and
we sold over 500 tickets and live-streamed the
draw to those involved. We are so happy to say we
raised over £1700 and this has proven to change
Chase’s life.

Each debate topic is decided the week before, and
each team of two is allocated a side to argue either
for or against the motion. The actual debates take
place every other Friday lunchtime in the Common
Room and consist of two rounds of debate
followed by questions from the audience.
Annabell Price
Future debates could include whether prison
should focus on rehabilitation or punishment, and
whether transgender women should be able to
take part in female competitions.

We can't wait for the Sixth Form Debate Cup
rounds to begin later in the year and look forward
to the opportunity to compete against other
colleges across Wealden.
Ben Green

Sussex University Webinar

UCAS Day

Year 12 English Literature students were provided
with the opportunity to attend a Sussex University
webinar discussing themes within the set exam
text, Frankenstein by Mary Shelley, and Virginia
Woolf’s work. The webinar considered implications
of race within the novel, particularly in relation to
power and slavery during Shelley’s time of writing, as
well as exploring how these views are depicted
within the text. The event helped the students
consider different interpretations of Frankenstein as
well as providing them with further contextual
knowledge that could be useful in their exam
responses.

Year 12 students received useful preparation
for their future during a UCAS Day in June, in
which they were given tips on applying to
university, jobs and apprenticeships. The
morning session focused on the process of
making applications, primarily how to write an
impressive personal statement. Students were
also offered insight from those who have
already gone through the process; former Sixth
Form students provided video messages and inperson discussion of what decisions they made,
and where that had taken them, including
studying Music at Cambridge, Law at Queen
Mary’s and completing an accountancy
apprenticeship. The afternoon session allowed
students to begin their online applications and
explore what subjects they may be interested
in pursuing in the future, giving the Year 12s an
extra bit of preparation to help them succeed.

The section of the webinar focused on Virginia Woolf
discussed themes within her life and writing such as
modernism, feminism and androgyny. Primarily, the
webinar questioned Woolf’s feminist credentials,
particularly due to her unrealistic expectations of
women and their positions in society at the time. The
webinar additionally offered nearby locations that
students could visit to feel more connected to Woolf,
notably useful on account of her detached style of
writing.

Freya Sherwood

Freya Sherwood

English Language Conference
Prospective English Language A Level students were
invited back into HCC during the summer term to
attend the online annual Student Teacher
Fifty students from HCC attained places to study
at university this year with our leavers joining a
wide range of universities to further their
education in a variety of subjects including
Engineering Design at Bristol, Chemistry at
Loughborough, Physics at Manchester, English
Language and Linguistics at Southampton and
Business and Management at Exeter.

Conference from the English and Media Centre.

We have also seen several of our students secure
apprenticeships at companies such as L’Oreal
and McDonalds where their degrees will be fully
funded on top of their salary.

Where are they now?
HCC Alumni students share their experiences since
studying at the college.
I recently finished my Sixth Form journey in July
2021. The support from my teachers, peers and the
HCC community led me to where I am now. After
exploring a range of pathways with my teachers and
battling through my apprenticeship and university
applications, I secured a degree apprenticeship at
L’Oréal. As the second student of the HCC Sixth
Form alumni to secure a place on this scheme, I am
working at L’Oréal’s world headquarters in
Hammersmith as an Educational and Professional
Development Apprentice. Working with brands such
as L’Oréal Professional, Kerastase, Matrix, Redken
and many more, our role is to educate those within
the hair industry about all aspects of the brands.

I’m now going into my fifth year of Medical School
at Cambridge University. I have spent the last year
on placement in hospitals and GP surgeries, helping
on the front line during the second wave of the
pandemic. In my third year, I did an intercalated
degree in Neuroscience and graduated with a first.
This is also where I had my first experience of
working in scientific research. Now I'm
thinking about doing a PhD too!
I also just want to say a huge thank you for the role
the college played in getting
me to where I am today.
Mary Adeniji
I left Sixth Form five years ago. Since then I have
completed a BA Honours Drama degree with a year
in North America. I had my theatre career all
planned out but the Sixth Form at HCC taught me
the skills to be adaptable and the wisdom to know
what must be done and the courage to do it. So, I
currently work as an Ambulance Care Assistant and
a Coastguard Rescue Officer for Her Majesty's
Coastguard. I now aspire to have a career in
medicine. Know that it is okay to take a new
direction and path that is better for you, at any age.

Alongside this, I am working towards my degree in
Business Management with the University of Kent.
Studying and working at the same time is the best
option for me as not only is my degree fully funded,
but I am also gaining educational knowledge and
applying it to my role in the workplace daily.
Although I am just starting my L’Oréal journey, I Megan Crichton
can’t wait to learn, meet so many new people and
I qualified as a Contracts and Procurement
kickstart my career in the business industry!
Solicitor at the start of July 2021. My role is very
diverse; frequent tasks include drafting contracts,
Annabell Price
providing brexit and intellectual property advice,
providing legal support on large procurement
projects and assisting with the management of legal
services.
Nicola Cullen
I am currently half way through a year long
apprenticeship at a local brokerage firm. By the start
of 2022 I will be a fully qualified mortgage broker.
James Collin

I’ve just finished my second year at Brighton
University studying Criminology. In both first and
second year I was appointed as Course
Representative and I also gained a job as a Student
Ambassador. Alongside uni, I volunteer for three
charities: Warming up The Homeless, Eastbourne
I am currently training to be a sport and exercise
Foodbank and Sussex Prisoners’ Families. I’m hoping
psychologist (whilst working in a student lettings
to complete the Police Detective Fast Track
agents!)
Programme and progress through either Sussex or
Emily Leszniwskyj
the MET.
Lottie Burt

After attaining a first class honours degree in Law
from the University of Bristol, I began a Bachelor of
Civil Law at Oxford University in 2020. I have also
been selected for an internship at the UK Supreme
Court this year where I will spend five days at the
Supreme Court, during which time I will prepare a
bench memo for an assigned Justice. I will also
follow a Judicial Assistant, complete requested
research and give a presentation at the end of the
week. The internship is the first of its kind in the
Supreme Court’s history and is aimed at aspiring
lawyers from disadvantaged backgrounds.
Maddy Lusted

I have just finished my second year of Law at
University of Surrey and I’m currently in my
placement year. I am working at the National
Centre of Domestic Abuse as a case worker helping
people to obtain non-molestation orders.
Freya Pavitt
Despite securing a place at university to study
Business, I decided to take the opportunity I was
offered on the McDonald’s school leavers
programme this September. It is a five year
programme which will lead me to become a
business manager of a store. I am going to be a
crew trainer within three months as I am on a fasttrack to become a manger. Within the year I will be
a shift runner then I will become a second and first
assistant and by the fifth year I should be a business
manager. The company are also paying for me to

complete two A Level equivalents for the first year
with hospitality and food and drinks at level 3. From
the second year I will be undertaking a degree in
Business Management at University.
I just want to say a big thank you for what the
college did for me and many other students too.
The teachers at HCC meant everything to me and
they made me into who I am
today.
Leo Brown

I started my career in the construction industry as
an administration assistant and through this role I
was introduced to a variety of potential career
paths and some roles that I wasn’t aware of until
having exposure to the industry. I was drawn to
quantity surveying as I thought that it best matched
my skills and I liked how varied the job role was and
the opportunities it presented. I assist the
commercial team in various tasks to ensure that the
project remains on budget. This includes
responsibilities in procurement - the process of
reviewing works that need to be carried out and
placing the order with subcontractors to complete
that work, contract reporting, change control and
subcontractor account management. Some of my
daily activities include – creation of subcontract
orders, evaluating and creating end of month
payments for subcontractors, attending progress
meetings, reviewing additional works to be
undertaken outside of subcontractor’s remit,
costing the works and issuing the site instructions,
reviewing project risks with the project team and
general project correspondence.

I enjoy how varied the construction industry is.
Every project presents a new challenge or process
so I’m always learning something new.
I’m
currently studying towards a BSc in quantity
surveying at London South Bank University. It is a
part time course where I attend university every
Friday as well as developing key skills while at work.
Martha Cowell

Taster Day Sessions
Y10 students enjoyed a fun packed day of taster sessions in a
variety of A Level and BTEC subjects in the summer term,
including the new BTEC in Forensic Science and A Level
Criminology.

Sixth Form Work Experience
Our Y12 students enjoyed a range of vocational experiences during the work experience week in June
which included Sam Field flying full scale flight simulators, shadowing pilots in ground school lessons and
using the fire trainer to practice putting out aircraft fires CAE London Gatwick flight school. Tom
Woodhams gained experience in turfing, making a pergola, paving and pointing at Quality Outside Living
and Ben Green worked at the E & S heating and ventilation specialists where he spent time both in the
factory designing ductwork and went on a trip to a building site in Brighton where he got to go right up
to the top of the hospital and see the how the products were installed and signed off.

Primary Visit

The Y12 English Language class got the
opportunity to sit in on a Y1 phonics lesson at the
Primary School site during the summer term and
see all the theories and concepts they had been
studying in the Child Language Acquisition unit
put into practice. We were very disappointed
when the pupils told us that their favourite lesson
was actually Maths though!
Several Y12 students also got the opportunity to
complete work experience on the new Primary
site and we look forward to returning again soon.
Mrs Cosham

Leaver’s Ball
In the end, even Covid-19 wasn’t enough to stop us
holding our farewell celebrations for our Year 13
students. Following government guidelines and
staying within our ‘bubbles’, Hailsham Sixth Form
had the most incredible summer’s evening of food,
singing, dancing and awards to mark the end of our
Year 13 cohort’s time with us. Under a blue sky and
with the sun providing the perfect backdrop to the
Horam Manor Cartlodge, pictures struggle to do
justice to the feel good vibe and laughter that lit up
the event. An amazing group of students,
memories to last a lifetime and a warm welcome
will always be ready for whenever anyone wants to
come and visit.
Mr Marsden

Poetry on Radio 3
Hailsham Sixth Form alumnus, Libby Russell, had a
poem read out on a BBC Radio 3 programme on the
18th
of
April.
This
significant
achievement followed being named one of Foyles’
15 Young Poets of the Year and having one of their
poems published in an anthology by Chris Riddell in
2019.

careful to mind the curb, she looks up and
says: “This is my love language.”

Drew says “I wonder if the kebab shop is open,” and
it is. He emerges heroic,
arms full of paper bags. We turn and wave to the
men inside, who remember us

from last weekend, who will keep fathering us like
this until we are too grown

gaff

to be stumbling home, laughing the night white with
When midnight strikes, we turn from guests into our chip-hot breath.
intruders. Our host’s mother
appears on the stairs in her dressing gown, unplugs
the speakers, tells us
to clear off home, get some sleep. We retreat. From
the bedroom window,
her husband watches us go like a pack of ferrets,
skittering down his path.

We walk in twos and threes, arms linked, watching
the streets change;
gardens disappearing, two-storeys stretching up
into towers, or out
into terraces. People filter off onto the estate. We
regret our bare arms
and wish for coats. We crave wheels for feet and
engines for lungs.

We find shopping trolleys discarded in hedges by
people who were us
yesterday, take turns oozing into the steel basket,
legs draped over the edge,
teeth rattling along the pavement, and swap at
corners. When I’m pushing Ellie,

Music Event

This term, Year 13 entertained an audience of
their peers and teachers in a night of musical and
movie themed performances. Students took on
the task of organising, hosting and performing a
Live Music event as part of their qualification in
Music. The audience was treated to a variety of
pieces from both students and staff. The standard
of performances was outstanding and Mrs Prior
and Mr Dipple are extremely proud of what the
students were able to achieve.
A special thanks also goes to the students who
organised a raffle in support of the charities, The
Theatre Support Fund and Show Racism the Red
Card. They were able to raise just over £500 which
will go a long way to support these worthy causes.
Mrs Prior

Student’s Perspective
The support teachers give about either the next steps in your future or how to approach the work from
online learning is incredible. The friendships I have made are so supportive either when completing work
or just making you laugh in the Common Room, and I’m sure they will last a lifetime. I’m so glad I studied
here.
Celine Strange

All Roads Lead to Rome (but not anymore...)
Normally our Sixth Formers benefit from an
abundance of cultural visits to Bruges, Barcelona
New York and Andorra but this year the only
travel possible was in the imagination. Here A
Level Language student Annabell Price recounts a
visit to Rome for her NEA.
When most people fantasise about visiting the
city of love, they dream of Paris. However, I have
always felt Rome is the perfect place for a
romantic
getaway
with
your
loved
one. Romance blossoms easily here as you
wander
past
the
spectacular
sights.
With
breathless
views,
blissful
fountains and mouth-watering gelato around
every corner, Rome may not always be the city of
love, but it is the city of lovers. Unfortunately, in
the
last
few
months,
instead
of welcoming romantics, Italy, including Rome,
has closed its doors due to the Covid-19 virus.
With over 230,000 cases on a national level, all
flights are grounded; instead of roaming
the
cobbled
streets
hand
in
hand, couples are confined to separate
households by social distancing laws.

For as long as I can remember, I’ve longed
to
wander
the
streets
of Rome, enchanted by the heavenly smell
of mouthwatering pizzerias. I’ve always dreamt
about dashing around the city on an evergreen
vespa, feeling like Audrey Hepburn, my arms
clenched around a muscular waist whilst looking
out at the magnificent views. So, when my
boyfriend, Henry, wanted to celebrate our
anniversary last year in the majestic city, I
couldn’t get on the plane quick enough.
We began our Italian adventure in the early
morning when we dropped our bags off at our

quaint hotel, just off the main square. As we
strolled
through
the
narrow
streets,
we stumbled across the Trevi Fountain. Gazing
at the magnificent structure, I felt
overwhelmed by the elaborate design with
statues interweaving the pillars. Their eyes were
locked on the gleaming water, staring at the
copper coins which twinkled in the sunlight at
the
base
of
the
fountain.
Legend
states that tossing a coin over your left
shoulder guarantees your return to Rome. I had
also read that throwing two coins into the
fountain meant you would find true love whilst
in the city. Admiring the view, I saw a lady
throwing three rusty coppers into the glistening
water. Curious about the legend, I asked her
what the significance of throwing three coins
would be. Excitedly, she told me that it
meant that marriage in the city would be
secured. Keeping the myth to myself, I
hurried back to Henry’s side to throw our euros
over our shoulders. Closing my eyes, I could
hear the copper hit the sapphire water, joining
the thousands of people before me who
had arrived with the same intentions. As Henry
walked away from the bustling street, I couldn’t
resist throwing the extra two coins I found in my
handbag into the baroque beauty. At the time I
had hoped my dreams of marriage in the
glamourous city would soon come true, but
my wishes are slowly fading as this virulent virus
violates the world.

After the Trevi Fountain, we were eager to
continue to see the endless sights Rome has to
offer and the Colosseum was next on our list.

Enthusiastic to know about the history of the
gargantuan ruin, we booked a tour guide
and started our journey on the top floor. We
peered down at the central base where the
gladiators once fought. Gazing at the
collapsed seating area, I could somehow
hear the echoes of the roaring crowds, all
cheering
for
their
favourite
gladiator. Afterwards, we were taken to see
where the animals were kept, and the
fighters
got
ready
for
their monumental game.
Shuddering slightly as if transported back to
the past, I turned to Henry for comfort and
blinked.
There
he
was, standing boldly in armour with the
light reflecting off his golden costume. He
looked so handsome I could hardly believe
he was mine. The voice of the tour
guide shifted me back to reality as
he explained to us that couples from the
time of Ancient Rome would visit the
mighty Colosseum to spend quality time
together
to
watch
the
games. Currently, quality time with Henry is
as much of a fantasy as that vision of him as
a golden champion.
To continue our amorous adventure, we
visited the famous Spanish Steps and looked
down
at
the
bustling
Piazza
di Spagna beneath us, filled with lovers
building memories. Sitting on the iconic
butterfly design, that had been there since
1723, we felt a part of history. This is one
thing I love about Rome. The history is
untouched. Thousands of years have gone
by and the famous buildings still
stand despite the invasion of technology
upon the world. However, the only way you
can catch a glimpse of the eternal city now
is through online photos and videos. Rome
has unexpectedly become reliant on
technology to keep its history alive.

Rome does not only fill your hearts with happiness,
but your stomach too. This city is home to the most
romantic
restaurants
where
you
can
devour sensational meals. Whether tucked away
down a narrow pebbly path or placed in the centre
of a square surrounded by live music, the
restaurants in Rome do not disappoint. The
ambient lighting sets the atmosphere and the
outdoor seating allows you to gaze at the
panoramic views of the stars penetrating the
sky. Today, the only thing I can stare at when
eating
is
Henry
twirling
his
spaghetti over FaceTime.

Rome. Romance. Why wouldn’t the two
go together? Rome is known as the eternal city and
I must say it did not disappoint. Even though we
will have to wait for the city to re-open, our Italian
memories are everlasting.
This morning you can’t even fly to Rome, or any
other country for that matter. My hopes of an
Italian marriage are becoming less realistic
whilst we are confined to our homes. One thing I
have realised from lockdown is to never take
anything for granted. We were very lucky to visit
Rome last year and I hope we can return, amongst
thousands of others, and eventually make
our fantasy wedding a reality.

